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NEW MAYBERRY MAN MOVIE SLATED TO FILM AT  
2020 “MAYBERRY IN THE MIDWEST” FESTIVAL IN DANVILLE, INDIANA 

 
 
LOS ANGELES, CA (October 14, 2019)—A new movie paying tribute to The Andy Griffith Show is 
slated to film at the 2020 “Mayberry in the Midwest” Festival in Danville, Indiana, May 15-17. 
 
The feature-length comedy titled Mayberry Man is being produced by children of actors who appeared in 
the original 1960s television show. This current-day tale will capture the spirit of Mayberry for a devoted 
fanbase seeking high-quality, wholesome entertainment that harkens back to a simpler time. 
 
In Mayberry Man, an arrogant movie star is busted for speeding in a small town and is sentenced by a 
local judge to attend Mayberry Fest, a week-long festival celebrating The Andy Griffith Show. Immersed 
in a modern-day version of Mayberry, he discovers the true meaning of friendship and family. 
 
Writer-Director Stark Howell is the son of actor Hoke Howell who portrayed hillbilly Dud Wash on the 
original series. The younger Howell was inspired to make the movie after attending his first Mayberry 
festival in Mount Airy, North Carolina, Andy Griffith’s hometown and inspiration for the show. 
 
“I’ve always been a fan of The Andy Griffith Show, so I was thrilled to discover the spirit of Mayberry 
still exists within the Mayberry fan community,” says Howell. “It’s the perfect backdrop for telling a 
family-friendly story that shares the same virtues and life lessons found in the original show.” 
 
What makes this project unique is that it will include original cast members of The Andy Griffith Show 
alongside real-life fans and “tribute artists” who dress up as characters from the show. 
 
Clint Howard (Ron Howard’s younger brother who played Leon), Ronnie Schell (two episodes, also Duke 
Slater in spinoff series Gomer Pyle, USMC), and Keith Thibodeaux (13 episodes as Johnny Paul Jason, 
also played Little Ricky on I Love Lucy) are already onboard to appear in the movie. 
 
The film will also feature Karen Knotts (daughter of Don Knotts) and George Lindsey, Jr. (son of George 
Lindsey who played Goober). Andy Griffith’s daughter, Dixie Griffith, is also backing the project. 
 
It’s easy for fans to participate in the movie. “Hollywood isn’t funding this project,” says Producer 
Gregory Schell (son of Ronnie Schell). “We are partnering with fans to provide a one-of-a-kind fan 
experience throughout the filmmaking process, including chances to appear in the movie.” Details are 
available at www.mayberryman.com. 
 
A great deal of Mayberry Man filming is now slated for Danville thanks to the efforts of festival organizer 
Christa Miller. “Christa’s enthusiasm and support for our vision was the deciding factor in our choice to 
film in Danville,” says Indiana-based producer Cort Howell. Production will also take place in Los 
Angeles, CA, and Mount Airy, NC. 
 
For more information, please contact Gregory Schell (gregoryschell@gmail.com) or Stark Howell 
(mayberrymanmovie@gmail.com). Press kit available: http://mayberryman.com/press-kit-2/. 
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